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SALUTATORY 

The founders of the Society of the Sigma Xi builded well, 
doubtless far better than they anticipated. The most optimistic 
among them would hardly have volunteered the prophecy that 
within a quarter of a century the Cornell germ of a ^dozen members 
at the close of 1886 would grow into an organization extending from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific and numbering its members by the thou- 
sand. The founding of the Society was opportune, at the time 
when the older ideals of cultural scholarship were giving place to 
the modern ones of productive scholarship in the university. And 
the recognition of this change so boldly and convincingly expounded 
by its first president, has been the basis of the marvelous growth 
and extensive usefulness of the Society. Since its beginning Sigma 
Xi has stood for the encouragement of investigation, of research, 
rather than for the mere acquisition of knowledge, and a yet closer 
adherence in the future to the ideals of the past will surely bring 
results that even the most sanguine among us can not estimate. 
There are those of us who believe that ere the usefulness of Sigma 
Xi will have ceased, it will become world-wide in its influence, one 
of the most potent of all influences in the development of science. 

But the Society of the Sigma Xi is approaching a crisis in 
its history. During the first ten years of its existence, with but a 
few score of members, mutual contact and mutual counsel served 
to guide its affairs aright. But with its active membership increased 
to two thousand, or more, and extending from ocean to ocean, it 
is evident enough that the older methods will no longer suffice for 
the dissemination of the principles for which Sigma Xi stands. 
Moreover, it is inevitable that the immediate objects of the organ- 
ization cannot always remain the same, though its ultimate ideals 
may. It must progress as a whole or suffer decay. 
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Since the inception of the Society its policy of extension has 
always been a serious one, one that has had the thoughtful consid- 
eration of all those who have been interested in its future welfare. 
With increased diversity of opinion as to its objects and ideals, it 
must inevitably find its ultimate level with that of the lowest. It is 
the earnest wish of all those who have faith in the Society that its 
circle of usefulness shall widen out till it shall include every man 
and every woman who is earnestly engaged in productive work in 
science, until a chapter has been installed in every institution of 
higher learning in America at least. But such an extension will 
be imprudent to say the least under the present somewhat loose 
bands that unite the different chapters. 

The Sigma Xi Quarterly greets you in this, its first appear- 
ance, trusting and believing that it will serve a useful purpose in 
bringing about a closer union among the chapters and among their 
many members, both active and alumni. Its pages will bring to 
you four times each year all of interest that it can gather con- 
cerning not only this Sigma Xi Society as a whole, but of all the 
chapters, their activities and their work. It will record the names 
of all those who are honored by election to membership and some- 
thing also of the work of each; perhaps, also, it will serve, as 
the years go by, as a repository for the final records of its mem- 
bers. 

For the accomplishment of these objects it earnestly appeals 
for encouragement and assistance to every chapter, to every mem- 
ber that sympathizes with the ideals of Sigma Xi. S. W. W. 

In many of the earlier conventions the presidents in comment- 
ing upon the growth of Sigma Xi called attention to the importance 
of guarding against the lack of coordinated activity which would 
result from this expansion. President S. W. Williston was par- 
ticularly insistent in his recommendations for the development of 
some medium of communication between the chapters. He has 
emphasized again and again the dangers of cleavage between chap- 
ters so widely separated geographically and so distinct in member- 
ship through their connection with institutions of clearly different- 
iated types. He pointed out that the Society has served a most use- 
ful purpose in bringing into closer relationships not only those inter- 
ested in the discovery of new truths but also those who seek new 
applications of old truths, and urged as a means of insuring the full 
and sympathetic association of workers in all branches of scientific 
activity that the Society should have some soft of a periodical publi- 
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cation. In June, 1903, Professor E. L. Nichols, then Chairman of 
the Council, sent a circular notice to the members of that body 
calling attention to the importance of an annual publication and 
asking councilors to secure an estimate of the attitude of indi- 
vidual chapters towards such a project. The manuscript record of 
the New York convention, June 26, 1906, states that there was much 
discussion on the need of an official organ for the Society which 
should give general and statistical information to individual chap- 
ters and members, and that the general secretary was requested to 
enter into communication with all chapters regarding the issuing 
of such a publication. It proved impossible in connection with 
other duties to carry out the extensive correspondence implied in 
this request. The matter has been brought up also at later conven- 
tions. It was finally carried to definite discussion and action at the 
Cleveland convention and the Sigma Xi Quarterly, of which this 
is the first number, is the result of this agitation. H. B. W. 

THE PLAN AND PURPOSE OF THE QUARTERLY 

Since the Cleveland convention the members of the Editorial 
Committee have been in active correspondence and also have held 
one meeting in Chicago. They have worked hard to crystallize into 
definite form the suggestions and general plan which have been 
offered for the new publication, and submit this number as the 
results of their efforts. There can be little doubt as to the general 
purpose which has been in the minds of so many different men in 
urging the publication of such a journal. The officers of the 
Society who have been in receipt of numerous inquiries from various 
chapters, appreciate perhaps more fully than the general member- 
ship that there is ignorance in one section concerning practices 
followed and results achieved in chapters at a distance. Individual 
chapters have worked out effective means of realizing the ideals 
of the organization, and their plans have failed of wider applica- 
tion only because they have not come to the attention of other 
chapters. 

Of the many possible directions in which such a publication 
might be effective it has been deemed wise to select a few and to 
try those out in the first numbers. For this year the material will 
be presented under the following heads : Editorials, leading articles, 
chapter reports, including elections, necrology, discussions, and news 
items. In future issues the editorial discussions will be more defin- 
itely concerned with the policy and welfare of the organization, and 
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it is hoped that members of the Society will contribute appropriate 
editorials to be published either with or without signature. The 
Proceedings of the Cleveland convention becomes the leading article 
in this number; in future numbers historical sketches, addresses, 
and other more extended articles having a direct relation to the 
Society and its aims, will occupy this place. 

In the presentation of chapter reports it has been felt that the 
material should be prepared by the chapter secretary and submitted 
in form for the printer so that the editorial work of those who 
have the Quarterly in charge may be reduced to the minimum. It 
is our intention to print these reports, generally speaking, in the 
order which they are received, and by printing each over the signa- 
ture of the chapter secretary to indicate that the editorial committee 
assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the 
report submitted. It is evident, however, that they should be reas- 
onably uniform and present the material offered in a form adapted 
to the general plan. This problem has received careful attention, 
especially since the chapter reports are intended to include a list of 
elections, and the justification of the elections in different chapters 
has been questioned somewhat sharply by members and outsiders. 
We believe that these criticisms are due to a lack of information 
concerning the facts in the case, and it is with a view to answering 
such criticisms and to forestalling them that the committee has 
suggested a definite form for presenting the facts concerning new 
members. With some 700 elections yearly, the number of entries 
will be large and it is necessary to condense the data to the minimum 
possible space. At the same time it seems important to indicate 
both the type of membership and the basis for election, in order 
that these facts may be presented so clearly as to prevent misun- 
derstanding. These lists of elections will supplement the member- 
ship record as given in the Quarter Century History just coming 
from the press, but the form of presentation will necessarily be a 
little different. Each record will be given two lines, the first 
devoted to the name and a statement of the grade of membership, 
the second to the title and source of the particular contribution 
to knowledge which is the basis of the election. In case this contri- 
bution is published a reference to place of publication will constitute 
a valuable part of the record ; in case the work is in the form of a 
graduate or senior thesis a statement of this fact will at once furnish 
evidence to the questioner of the definiteness of the basis for elec- 
tion. The criticism which has been made that the Society was not 
upholding its standards and was distributing its honors too broadly 
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must suggest itself to any one who reads the long lists of elections 
in our large chapters. Even those of us most constantly in contact 
with the institutions fail to appreciate how fast they are growing 
and how much good work they are doing. The mere list of names 
suggests only the size of the institution, or possibly also the gener- 
osity of the electors. When, however, this list is printed with a 
definite record of the work done by each candidate it will serve 
to show the breadth of the work carried on at the institution 
as well as to demonstrate a reason for the individual election. 

The discussions which we hope to include under the heading of 
the Open Forum will naturally be somewhat more informal and 
perhaps also deal with more trivial items then could be treated 
in any editorial. They will afford a chance to ventilate grievances, 
correct errors, and pass judgment on practices of the Society without 
fear or favor. While the Editorial Committee will not hesitate 
to print "Knocks and boosts," it will sacredly guard the identity of 
all, especially of those who may venture to commend its labors or 
palliate it offences ! 

Finally, it is both appropriate and important to extend hereby 
to every loyal member of Sigma Xi a most cordial invitation to 
participate in the production of a worthy journal. If the work is 
left to the Editorial Committee and to the chapter secretaries the 
results cannot be as valuable for the Society as we all hope they 
may be. The time is approaching when the happenings of the early 
days will have gone beyond recall; it is worth while to have them 
recorded for the Society. Several sketches by founders and their 
associates in the work of establishing the Society have been prom- 
ised for the Quarterly. On the other hand the fullest possible 
discussion of present day tendencies will aid in directing the develop- 
ment of Sigma Xi so that it may serve most effectively the cause 
of scientific education and research in our colleges and univer- 
sities. The record of the past is one of which every member of 
Sigma Xi may justly be proud; it shows equally well the greater 
possibilities of the future. With your active cooperation the 
Quarterly will be an influential factor in achieving those possibil- 
ities. 



